THE MAIDEN                         121

miseries of old age and decay. And added to all this was
tl\e fact that her own son had taken sides against her and
become quite indifferent to her sufferings. She charged
him with this, but he hotly denied it. * No, no/ he said,' it
is nonsense to say that I have turned against you. I think
that you have behaved foolishly in one particular matter,
and shall continue to think so. Lady Chujo is going
through rather a difficult time at Court just now and I
have thought it best to withdraw her for a little while. It
is very dull at my house and it is a great comfort for her
to have a young companion. This is only a temporary
measure ... * and he added: ' Do not think that I am
ungrateful for all your kindness to the child. I know that
I can never thank you enough. . . /

Such speeches did little to re-assure her. But it was
evident that he was determined to paxt the two children and
it was no use arguing about that. ' How heartless men
are!' she said. * Whatever may have been your reasons
for acting like this, the chief result has been that I have lost
the confidence of both these children. Perhaps that has
not occurred to you ? Besides, even if Kumoi is no longer
here, Prince Genji, though he is far from being an unreason-
able man, is certain to feel that my house is no safe place
for young people, and now that he has got Yugiri at the
Nijo-in, he will keep him there permanently/

Soon afterwards Yugiri called again at the Great Hall
He was far exceeding the number of visits for which his
grandmother had stipulated; but he still hoped that by
some accident he might get the chance of speaking a word
or two to the playmate who had been so cruelly wrested
from him. To his disgust the first thing he saw when he
approached the Great Hall was To no Chujo's carriage.
He stole away to his old room, which was still kept in
readiness for him, and remained in hiding for some while.